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were concerned about the effects of pesticides on their health and the environment; now, there is 
an even starker need to better understand pesticides’ impact. 

 
Consumer Reports supports the important work of the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) to study agricultural pesticides, monitor their use, and set limits (also known as 
tolerances) on how much pesticide residue can remain on food.  In part by analyzing EPA and 
U.S. Department of Agriculture data, our scientists evaluated the amount and frequency of 
residues on food, the typical serving size, the weight of the eater, and the toxicity of the pesticide 
to allow for a comparison of the relative risks of pesticide exposures from different food sources.  
While our findings on individual foods and food origins can be found in the enclosed report, our 
overall conclusions prompt us to make the following recommendations to EPA. 

 
 EPA should ban or take immediate action on the riskiest pesticides. 

We agree with the canceling of methamidophos in 2009.  However, methamidophos is 
also the breakdown product of acephate, and combined, these two chemicals make up the 
largest contribution to dietary risk.  Acephate, along with other major pesticide 
contributors to risk such as iprodione, fludioxonil, imazalil, and oxamyl should be fully 
banned.  Other pesticides we would like discontinued include methyl bromide, 
chlorpyrifos and other organophosphates. 

 
 EPA should take immediate action on neonicotinoids. 

Many crops, especially fruits and vegetables, face an uncertain future with the severe 
decline of pollinators.  While many factors are at play, mounting evidence implicates 
neonicotinoid pesticides in their decline.  Thus far, EPA has delayed meaningful action in 
the name of more research.  We believe there is enough information to take action now. 
Research should continue, but in the meantime, EPA should proceed immediately with 
cancellation or reclassification proceedings, utilizing the “imminent hazard” provision, 
and suspend the use of these pesticides while proceedings take place. 

 
 EPA should complete the delisting of arsenical pesticides. 

Pesticides containing organic forms of arsenic are still permitted for use on golf courses, 
rights of way, sod farms and cotton crops.  The use of these pesticides contributes to the 
contamination of our environment with this dangerous heavy metal.  EPA should 
deregister the use of these pesticides immediately. 

 
 EPA should improve the science behind tolerance limits. 

Tolerance levels should incorporate the best available science, including potential 
toxicological and health endpoints that are not included today.  Those include stricter 
tests for more immunologic and neurobehavioral endpoints.  Further, EPA’s program for 
incorporating endocrine-disrupting effects into tolerances and pesticide approvals should 
be fully implemented as the Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) directed in 1996.  
Epigenetic effects should also be incorporated when it becomes feasible. 

 
 EPA should rein in emergency exemptions and conditional registrations. 

EPA “allows the use of a pesticide for an unregistered use for a limited time if EPA 
determines that emergency conditions exist.”  EPA can currently grant exemptions with 
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