
 
 
 
Re:  Food Safety Legislation and the Recent Spinach E. coli 
outbreak 
 
 

19 September 2006 
 
Dear Representative/Senator: 
 

By all indications, it appears that state and federal officials were able to work effectively 
together to identify the recent outbreak of fresh spinach tainted with E. coli O157:H7 bacteria, advise 
the public expeditiously, and engender a voluntary recall of potentially tainted products.  Consumers 
Union, the nonprofit, independent publisher of Consumer Reports, is writing to highlight this issue and 
to suggest that much needs to be done to ensure that the food we eat is safe and does not expose us 
to public health risks.   
 

Federal and state officials need to do more to prevent outbreaks like this one, which has led 
to at least 114 cases of E. coli infections, including one death and 18 cases of liver failure.  Yet 
Congress unfortunately is moving in the opposite direction.  Earlier this year, the House passed H.R. 
4167, the “National Uniformity for Food Act of 2006,” and in July the Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee held a hearing on the companion Senate bill, S. 3128.  The bill 
would wipe out hundreds of state laws designed to protect the safety of our food and would not add 
any new federal protections.  We urge Congress not to take any final action on this bill. 

 
Instead, Congress should pass S. 729/H.R. 1517, the “Safe Food Act,” which would create a 

single federal food safety agency, the Food Safety Administration.  Currently, at least a dozen 
agencies share responsibility for ensuring food safety.  The attached July 2001 Consumer Reports article 
highlights the many problems that arise in our fragmented food safety system and why a single food 
safety agency would be more focused and accountable. 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  If you have any questions, please call me at 
(202) 462-6262. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Susanna Montezemolo 
Policy Analyst 

 
Attachment:  July 2001 Consumer Reports article, “Food Safety Roulette” 

 
 



 
 

 


